
The Calm Before the Storm
Every year I get the opportunity to visit with my family physician colleagues from 
around the state at the annual meeting of the New Mexico chapter of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians. I am happy to report that the mood at this summer’s 
annual meeting in Ruidoso was cautiously optimistic or as one physician put it, “the 
weather generally looks good but we will likely see a thunderstorm or two along the 
way.”  This cautious optimism is defi nitely a different mood from last year’s meeting 
where almost everyone seemed unsettled. Last year I spoke to a number of physi-
cians unhappy in their work settings and moving on to try new things. Those who left 
large groups seem happier in smaller groups or as independents and those who closed 
their small or independent practices to join larger groups also seem happy. Most of 
those physicians are now waiting cautiously to see what actually comes from the PPA-
CA - especially with regard to a renewed focus on the importance of primary care. 
There’s also a wait and see approach to Governor Martinez’s Medicaid Moderniza-
tion Plan. For the most part, though I found the group to be upbeat about the future.

Notable from the AAFP meeting was the election of GAMA member Dr. Me-
lissa Garcia as vice president as well as an interesting and engaging talk 
on the current state of health policy delivered by GAMA member Dr. Dan 
Derksen. Dr. Karen Valiant, president of NMMS, and past president of 
NMAAFP, hosted a wonderful party for the family medicine residents present. 

Speaking of elections, congratulations go out to Dr. Barbara McAneny and Dr. Sandra 
Whisler who will represent GAMA on the NMMS council. A big thank you goes out to Dr. 
Steven Jenkusky, Dr. April Volk, Dr. Marion Jordon and Dr. David Fillmore who hon-
ored themselves and GAMA by standing for election for councilor. Elections for 2012 GAMA 
trustees and offi cers will be coming up soon and I’d like to encourage anyone interested 
in getting involved with GAMA to email me and let me know so we can get you on the ballot.

Important upcoming dates include the GAMA night at the Isotopes Au-
gust 7th, the GAMA Family Fun Fiesta at the National Hispanic Cultural Cen-
ter September 18th, the GAMA hosted reception for the Interim Legisla-
tive Health and Human Service Committee October 5th, the GAMA Expo 
Thursday October 27th and the GAMA Annual meeting January 10th 2012.   

See you there...

Have a have a good month, take good care of your patients and take good care of yourself.

Dion Gallant, MD
dgallant@phs.org

Message from the President

Dion E. Gallant, M.D.
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EDITORIAL POLICY
GAMA Reports is published monthly by the Greater 
Albuquerque Medical Association. Opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily represent GAMA policy. Comments 
from members are welcome and may be mailed to GAMA, 
7770 Jefferson NE, #420, Albuquerque, NM 87109, (505) 
821-4583, or e-mailed to gama@gamamed.org. Material may 
be edited. 

Guest Editorials must have prior approval of subject by the 
editor and should not exceed 800 words and may be edited; 
The deadline for submission of fi nal copy is the fi rst Wednes-
day of the month preceding the month of publication
Please note that letters to the editor should be limited to 250 
words and guest editorials as well as articles should be limited 
to 800 words. Subscription rates are included in dues. Adver-
tising rates given on request. Advertisements appearing in this 
publication do not constitute endorsement by the Association 
of the product or service.
Jeremy Gleeson, M.D. . - Editor

GAMA Board meetings are held every month on the second 
Thursday. The meetings are held at 7770 Jefferson NE in the 
4th fl oor conference room beginning at 7:00am. -Members are 
welcome to attend.

VISIT THE GAMA WEBSITE AT:
http://www.gamamed.org

Article and ad submission deadlines
for the September Newsletter 
Wednesday, August 10, 2011

OPT IN OR 
OPT OUT

I don’t always pay detailed attention to the deci-
sions of the US Supreme Court. On one recent 
occasion my daughter, a fi nal year law student 
at UNM, told me about a recent decision she 
thought I might fi nd interesting. She told me, as 
an incentive to take a look at it, that the Supreme 
Court opinion was short – in fact it is 53 pages.  
She asked, “ Do you know that the drug com-
panies know all about what drugs you doctors 
are prescribing?” My interest was piqued.  Well 
yes. Most of us are aware that drug detailing is 
not a hit or miss event.   The drug representa-
tives are usually very well armed with data about 
the prescribing practices of the doctors they visit.

The pharmaceutical industry’s source of doctor level prescribing information is from 
data obtained from pharmacies, packaged by data miners, and provided to the drug 
companies. You might be surprised at one organization that facilitates the acquisition 
of this information by the drug companies, none other than the American Medical As-
sociation.  The AMA sells its physician master fi le - including the 80% or so who are 
not AMA members – which allows the prescriptions to be linked to the prescribers.

The state of Vermont contended that drug companies’ access to doctors’ prescrib-
ing data was not in the State’s interest and attempted to restrict their access to 
pharmacy data. I’m not sure it is in doctors or patients’ interests either. However, 
to glean the bottom line from the 53-page decision, the Supreme Court decided 
that pharmaceutical companies’ access to prescribing information was protected by 
the Constitution’s freedom of speech provisions. Forgive me, but I’m not sure how 
data mining about prescribing practices is “speech” of any sort – although it pre-
sumably informs subsequent “speech” – even allowing for a very broad defi nition of 
“speech” including activities unheard of in the 18th Century. (To see why data mining 
is “speech,” in the opinion of the majority (6 vs. 3) you will have to read the 53 pages.)

Presumably the court decision protects the sharing of prescribing data with drug com-
panies. Whether or not we agree with the AMA’s provision of physician data to the 
data miners, and ultimately to the drug companies, we do have rights regarding our 
individual prescribing data.  We can choose to opt out, and decline to have our pre-
scribing data shared.  I suggest we all make a personal choice about whether we want 
our data to be shared and act accordingly. (Contact the AMA or go to http://www.
ama-assn.org/.)There is, of course, nothing to stop us personally sharing any or 
our (non-identifi ed) prescribing data with any individual representative if we choose.

Currently we are required to take action and “opt out” if we do not want out pre-
scribing data to be shared.   While “opt in” or “opt out” provisions can both pro-
tect our individual choices, it is well known that the resulting level of participa-
tion is usually very different.  Another issue, of vastly more importance than 
pharmaceutical detailing, is that of post mortem organ donation.  At the pres-
ent time we have to “opt in” if we wish to be organ donors.  We have to take ac-
tion if we wish to be organ donors – and have this noted on a driving license. 

Is this the wrong way round?  I wonder if we should have to “opt out” of an ac-
tion that will benefi t society in general – say organ donation, but “opt in” where the 
activity – sharing prescribing data - is to support a particular commercial interest.

Jeremy Gleeson, M.D.
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Medical offi ce for lease - Newly remodeled offi ce on 
historic “Pill Hill” near all downtown hospitals.  Perfect 
for solo practitioner or group practice wanting a downtown 
location.  Three exam rooms, a physician’s offi ce, nurse’s 
station, reception area and two restrooms.  Lease rate of 
$16.50 per Sq. Ft. which includes utilities.  Available for 
immediate occupancy.  For more information contact Peter at 
505-242-4599.  

Medical Offi ce available for One Year Lease - Great 
Location to hospitals.   Next to Encino Medical Plaza., 3 
patient exam rooms. Large procedure room and Doctors 
Offi ce, abundance of storage. Two restrooms, one handicap 
accesible. Parking available Call 843-7901 711 Encino Pl 
NE, Albuq. NM 87102

Private offi ce space for rent within a Clinical Re-
search Facility at 612 Encino Place NE across the street 
from the Highland Pharmacy/Medical Arts area.  Contact 
Patti at 765-2325 for more information.

Ultrasound for Sale : 
Toshiba, Nemio XG Color Doppler Ultrasound System for 
sale.  Like new, paid $35,950 will sell for $19,900.  Call 
Peter (505-242-4599 ext 06) at New Mexico Specialty Care 
for more information. 

Seeking a board-certifi ed psychiatrist to be Prin-
cipal Investigator /subinvestigator for Phase II-IV 
clinical trials. Contact Dr. Sandra Lapham at 244-3099 
(slapham@bhrcs.org).     

Vascular Surgeon or General Surgeon interested 
in Phlebology - The Vein Center of New Mexico, LLC, 
desires to establish a long-term relationship with a physician 
interested in Phlebology.  With the advances in the treatment 
of venous disorders, and the application of advanced laser 
treatments, this newly recognized Sub-Specialty is a lifestyle 
friendly option for physicians.  Interested individuals should 
contact Rita Marquez at the Vein Center of New Mexico.  
Her direct line is 505-314-7061. 

Allergist - Part-Time:  Small Medical Offi ce has an 
opening for a BC/BE Allergy and Immunology physician.  
This would be the ideal position for a physician that is 
semi-retired, or a working mom, or a physician that is just 
interested in limiting the hours they work.  Inquiries treated 
in confi dence.  Contact Peter Ronkos 242-4599  Ext 06.  

DR AVAILABLE FOR OFFICE COVERAGE:  Medicine, 
urgent care, pediatrics.  Board certifi ed.  Clean malpracticex 
30 years(with AP Capital- NMMS insurance),,$55 to $65/hr  
(includes malpractice coverage}.. CV available upon request.  
Please phone (505)-255-1740 and (505-417-4279- cell #)”

Part time Medical Receptionist needed for a busy 
Orthopedic Practice. Previous medical offi ce experience 
helpful.  Approximately 16-20 hours per week.  Please e-mail 
resume to Shirley@drlegant.com or fax to 338-6621 

Specialty practice in  women’s health is seeking FT 
offi ce manager.  The perfect candidate will have a college 
degree and at least 5 years’ experience managing all aspects 
of a medical practice.  Competitive benefi t package offered, 
salary will be determined based on experience.  Please send 
resume and cover letter to: PO Box 36755, Albuquerque, NM  
87176  Attn: Adam Kidd/Open Position

Classifi ed Ads & Updates
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CME BEFORE the GAMA EXPO on 10/27/2011
will also be hosting a CME (Continuing Medical Education) 
from 3:30 to 5:00 for physicians and offi ce managers on 
Risk  Management; The Employees’ Role In Decreasing 
Liability Risk In the Physician Offi ce - Risky Business: 
Avoiding Common Medical Malpractice Concerns in a 
Busy Offi ce. 

Be watching for more info and how to register.  

On-Site Mobile
Document Destruction

• Residential/Commercial
Purge Service

• We Come to You
• We Meet Federal

Compliance
• Issue Certificate

of Destruction

• On-Call Bin Service

Your Paper Trail Ends Here!
Local Woman-Owned Business



MINUTES - BOARD OF TRUSTEES
June 9, 2011

I.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 12,  2011
       The minutes of the May 12, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved. 

II.   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
       a.   The following applications were unanimously approved for membership. 

COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
June 9, 2011

Name                  Practice
Sokolich MD, Julio Cesar...............New Mexico Surgical Associates – General Surgery
Yu MD, Limin..................................PMG San Mateo – Pathology 

III.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS

         a.    Delinquent Members:  With the addition of new members the count has 
                moved into the forties; this will decrease as new members pay their dues.  
                The Board requested that new members be identifi ed.  

         b.    GAMA Quarterly Membership Professional Development/Educational meet
                ings:   The 3rd quarter program proposed was the following:  “The NM 
                Corporate Fix: What If . . . & What Are My Options?”  Following discussion 
                 the concept was approved and Snyder was directed to move forward with 
                 development of the program.

         c.     GAMA Advocacy Plan: 
                1.   Snyder to attend the LHHSC organization meeting on June 14.
                2.   Report back to the Board re meeting dates in ABQ and the hosting of a 
                      reception for the committee members.

         d.    Facilities Committee Report – Snyder reported that negotiations were suc-
                cessfully moving forward.  She reported that GAMA has the opportunity to 
                purchase needed offi ce furnishings from the NM Bankers Association at 
                considerably below market value.   

          e.   GAMA Future Events: 

                1.  GAMA Fun & Fitness Mini Events
                     1.  “BikingN’Bosque” – June 18
                     2.   Cumulative Marathon – August 13 or 27
                     3.    UNM Cumulative Marathon or Half Marathon
                     4.    UNM Football Game (TBD)       
                 2.  Emeritus Society: August 3, 2011
                 3.  “Family Fun Fiesta” – Sunday, September 18, 2011; 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM, 
                       NHCC
                 4.   GAMA EXPO 2011 – Thursday, October 27- Marriott Pyramid
                       1.  Preceded by a CME
                 5.   GAMA 2012 Annual Meeting:  Tuesday, January 10, 2012

IV.       NEW BUSINESS
           a. Councilor Elections:  The slate of candidates for the two 2011 Councilor 
                    positions as presented by the Nominating Committee were approved 
                    unanimously. Snyder is to move forward with the election.

            b. 2012 Session Advocacy:  Snyder was directed to present a report on the 
                    2011 budget, actual expenses, and proposed budget for the 2012 Session 
                    at the July Board meeting.

V.         ANNOUNCEMENTS – 

VI.        Next Board Meeting: Thursday, July 14, 2011.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted:

Benjamin Q. Chan, M.D., Secretary 

Reported by H. Diane Snyder

Approved:  July 14, 2011 
          

Allergist - Part-Time:  Small Medical Offi ce has 
an opening for a BC/BE Allergy and Immunology 
physician.  This would be the ideal position for a 
physician that is semi-retired, or a working mom, 
or a physician that is just interested in limiting the 
hours they work.  Inquiries treated in confi dence.  
Contact Peter Ronkos 242-4599 Ext 06.
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Risk Tip: Cyberchondria: 
Managing Self-Diagnosed Patients

Search engines and the Internet are impacting patient behavior—eight 
out of 10 people use the Internet to look for health information, but 
only 25 percent of those people verify the credibility of their informa-
tion source before self-diagnosing. It gets even more complicated 
when patients order drugs directly over the Web. 

The debate among physicians about the credibility of online informa-
tion is as old as the Internet itself. As a caregiver, it’s safe to assume 
that patients will come into the offi ce already attached to a perceived 
diagnosis and possibly using medications improperly, based on their 
own online research. 

Consider the following example: A 25 year-old patient experiences a 
sore throat and slight fever that persists for several days. The patient 
decides to visit a common website known for its medical informa-
tion. The patient self-diagnoses himself with a bacterial infection and 
attempts to self-treat by taking expired medication left over from a 
previous staph infection.

While health care is not “do-it-yourself,” an informed patient can 
be an asset. A poorly informed patient, on the other hand, clearly 
complicates treatment. Assume the responsibility of being the primary 
information source and educator for your patient. To help deal with a 
self-diagnosing patient, consider the following: 

•    Encourage your patient to always check with you about the ac-
     curacy of information obtained from external sources. Use the 
     intake time to fi nd out what Internet information the patient has 
     found.
•    Directly discuss what the patient has read, even if the patient’s   
     external source is a good one in your professional opinion, The ex
     change enhances your relationship with the patient and can 
     increase treatment compliance. Welcome questions, and help put 
     the patient’s information in the appropriate context.
•    Provide your patient with a list of Web sites that provide accurate   
     information, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
     tion (www.cdc.gov). Make sure the patient understands the limita
     tions of the Internet.
•    Document in the patient’s chart your diagnosis, your treatment 
     management plan, and medication prescribed, as well as the rea
     sons behind your decisions.

Contributed by The Doctors Company. For more tips, articles, and information, please visit 
http://thedoctors.com/knowledgecenter.
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Fisher DO, Diane A. 
is practicing Family Practice at Southwest Medical Associates, 4420 Irving Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 
87114, 823-1010. Dr. Fisher received her Doctor of Osteopathy in 1994 from the New York College of Os-
teopathic Medicine in Old Westborn, NY. In 1995, she completed a one-year Family Practice Internship at 
the A.B. Hepburn Medical Center in Ogdensburg, NY In 1997, she completed a two-year Allegheny Family 
Physicians Residency at Altoona Hospital in Altoona, PA. American Board Certifi ed in Family Practice; Dr. 
Fisher is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Kiesling MD, Carol A. 
is practicing Obstetrics and Gynecology at Women’s Specialists of New Mexico, 201 Cedar SE Ste 5640, 
Albuquerque, NM 87106, 843-6168. Dr. Kiesling received her Doctorate in Medicine in 1992 from the 
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, TX. In 1993, she completed a one-year General Intern-
ship at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center in Amarillo, TX. In 1996, she completed a three-year 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Residency at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center in Amarillo, TX. Dr. 
Kiesling is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico and Texas.

Muneta MD, Ben
is a General Practitioner at Juan Tabo Family Medicine, 3309-C Juan Tabo Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87111, 554-1786. Dr. Muneta received his Doctorate in Medicine in 1980 from the Stanford School of Medi-
cine in Stanford, CA. In 1981, he completed a one-year Internal Medicine Internship at St. Luke’s Hospital 
in Denver, CO. In 1992, he completed a two-year Preventive Medicine Residency at the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, GA. American Board Certifi ed in General Practice; Dr. Muneta 
is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Candidates for Membership

Saiz MD, Lori D.
is practicing Obstetrics and Gynecology at PMG Rio Rancho, 4100 High Resort Blvd., Rio Rancho, NM 
87124, 462-8870. Dr. Saiz received her Doctorate in Medicine in 2001 from the University of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque, NM. In 2002, she completed a ten-month Obstetrics and Gynecology Internship at the 
University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, NM. In 2004, she completed a two year Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy Residency at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, New Mexico. American Board Certifi ed in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology; Dr. Saiz is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Schmit MD, Berndt P.
is practicing Radiology at Radiology Associates of Albuquerque, 4411 The 25 Way NE Suite 150, Albuquer-
que, NM 87109, 332-6900. Dr. Schmit received his Doctorate in Medicine in 1991 from the Tufts University 
School of Medicine in Boston, MA.  In 1993, he completed a two-year Emergency Medicine Internship at 
the University of Arizona Medical Center in Tucson, AZ.  In 1997, he completed a four-year Residency in 
Radiology at the Mt. Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, MA. In 1998, he completed a one-year Musculoskel-
etal Radiology & MRI Fellowship at the Bringham and Women’s Hospital in Boston,MA. American Board 
Certifi ed in Radiology; Dr. Schmit is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Cali-
fornia.

Candidates for membership continued on page 9
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August 5-6, 2011
12th Annual Santa Fe Bone Symposium
Santa Fe, NM
Contact: (505) 855-5525 or registration online: http://www.ofnm.
org

August 20, 2011
Appropriate Disclosure: Doing the Right Thing...In the Right Way
Don Fernando de Taos Hotel, Taos, NM
Contact:  NMMS at info@nmms.org or (505)828-0237
August 27 & 28, 2011
Advanced Life Support In Obstetrics Course
UNM, Domenici Center For Health Sciences Education, Albuquer-
que, Nm
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge At 505-272-3942 Or Http://Hsc.Unm.
Edu/Cme

September 10, 2011
Congestive Heart Failure: System Solutions for Preventable Read-
missions
El Dorado Hotel & Spa, Santa Fe, NM
Contact: Ericka Contreras at (505) 913-5602 or ericka.contreras@
stvin.org

September 14 – 16, 2011
2nd International Meeting On Indigenous Women’s Health
Hotel Albuquerque At Old Town, Albuquerque, Nm
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge At 505-272-3942 Or Http://Hsc.Unm.
Edu/Cme

September 30, 2011
John N. Wilson MD Lectureship - Cardiovascular Diseases Update
Marriott Pyramid North Hotel, Albuquerque, NM
Contact: Presbyterian Medical Education Department at (505) 
841-1225

October 16 – 21, 2011
Update And Review Of Internal Medicine 2011
La Fonda Hotel, Santa Fe, Nm
Contact: Kathy Breckenridge At 505-272-3942 Or Http://Hsc.Unm.
Edu/Cme

October 29, 2011
Bioethics Conference: End of Life Decision Making: Ethics and 
Practical Applications
El Dorado Hotel & Spa, Santa Fe, NM
Contact: Ericka Contreras at (505) 913-5602 or ericka.contreras@
stvin.org

November 4, 2011
James W. Wiggins MD Lectureship - Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Update
Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel, Albuquerque, NM
Contact:  Presbyterian Medical Education Department (505) 923-
1225

CME
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VISIT GAMAMED.ORG to See all the new Features!
The Greater Albuquerque Medical Association will still be GAMA, but with a modernized version of the old logo (see masthead).   GAMA let-
terhead, documents, website, newsletter, etc. will all carry the new brand and be color coordinated.  The website not only will have a great new 
look; it will be more user friendly and will have enhanced member services.  In addition, the public information pages will provide additional help 
and resources to your patients and others.  The “Find A Doc” program has technical refi nements and is accompanied with patient access to 
other helpful information/links.  

Candidates for Membership

Schultz MD, Kurt T. 
is practicing Emergency Medicine at MD Urgent Care, 7920 Carmel Ave. NE Suite 1, Albuquerque, NM 
87122, 828-4789. Dr. Schultz received his Doctorate in Medicine in 1988 from the University of Missouri – 
Kansas City School of Medicine in Kansas City, MO. In 1991, he completed a three-year Internal Medicine 
Residency from St. Mary’s Health Center in St. Louis, MO.  In 1993, he completed a three-year Emergency 
Medicine Residency from the Brooke Army Medical Center/Wilford Hall Medical Center in San Antonio, 
TX. American Board Certifi ed in Emergency Medicine; Dr. Schultz is licensed to practice medicine in New 
Mexico and Missouri.

Sopko MD, Karen S. 
is practicing Cardiology at the New Mexico Heart Institute, 502 Elm St. NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87102, 841-
1000. Dr. Sopko received her Doctorate in Medicine in 2000 from the University of New Mexico School of 
Medicine, Albuquerque, NM. In 2001, she completed a one-year Internal Medicine Internship at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico School of Medicine Affi liated Hospitals in Albuquerque, NM. In 2003,  she completed a 
three -year Internal Medicine Residency from the University of New Mexico School of Medicine in Albu-
querque, NM. In 2007, she completed a three-year Cardiovascular Diseases Fellowship at the University 
of New Mexico School of Medicine.  American Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and Cardiovascular 
Diseases; Dr. Sopko is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Trujillo MD, Lucianna
is practicing Pediatrics at After Hours Pediatrics, 9201 Montgomery Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87110, 
298-2505. Dr. Trujillo received her Doctorate in Medicine in 2008 from the University of New Mexico School 
of Medicine in Albuquerque, NM. In 2009, she completed a one-year Pediatrics Internship at the University 
of New Mexico Children’s Hospital in Albuquerque, NM. In 2011, she completed a two-year Pediatrics Resi-
dency at the University of New Mexico Children’s Hospital in Albuquerque, NM. American Board Certifi ed 
in Pediatrics; Dr. Trujillo is licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Villas-Adams MD, Angelina A. 
is practicing Gastroenterology at Southwest Gastroenterology Associates, PC, 7788 Jefferson NE, Albu-
querque, NM, 87109, 999-1600. Dr. Villas-Adams received her Doctorate in Medicine in 2005 from the 
University of New Mexico School of Medicine in Albuquerque, NM. In 2008, she completed a three-year 
Internal Medicine Residency from the University of New Mexico School of Medicine in Albuquerque, NM. 
In 2011, she completed a three-year Gastroenterology Fellowship from the University of New Mexico 
School of Medicine in Albuquerque, NM. American Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine; Dr. Villas-Adams is 
licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico.

Candidates for membership continued from page 7    
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GAMA EXPO 
What is it?

Why Should I go?

The GAMA Expo, is Thursday Oc-
tober 27 from 5 to 8:00 p.m. at the 
Marriott Pyramid. 

The Expo is a yearly event that al-
lows GAMA members to network 
and learn new trends that will help 
you keep your practice up-to-date.

Last year, we had over 75 vendors 
and around 150 attendees.  

Here’s the top 10 reasons to attend 
this year’s Expo:

10.   Meet your colleagues

  9.   Learn something new to 
        improve your medical practice.

  8.   Learn something new to create       
        life balance.

   7.  Win a FABULOUS door prize  
         (must preregister and be 
          pres ent to WIN!)

   6.  Free food!

   5.  Buy a raffl e ticket and a chance     
        for a GREAT prize to help some
        one less fortunate. (This year’s 
        nonprofi t partner is the Barrett  
        Foundation.)

   4.  Make new friends.

   3.  IT’S FREE

   2.  Support your professional 
        membership organization.

   1.   Did we mention, it’s free to 
         GAMA members!
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New Mexico Cancer Center 
Now Offers Interventional Oncology
The Interventional Oncology department at New Mexico Cancer Center 

offers your patients the opportunity to receive minimally invasive, 

non-surgical care for cancers previously thought beyond treatment. 

Interventional Oncology can be used alone or in conjunction with 

chemotherapy and/or radiation therapy, depending on the type and 

stage of the patient’s cancer.

When you refer a patient to New Mexico Cancer Center, our 

multidisciplinary team works closely with you to ensure your patients 

receive the care they need and that you are always updated on their 

procedures and treatment plan.

 We accept most major insurance plans. Please call  505-822-3810 to
refer your patients for Interventional Oncology or any of the services we provide.
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Network Clinical Director - 
Home Based Programs

Albuquerque/Santa Fe New Mexico

We are currently looking for a seasoned NP or Physician to fi ll our 
Clinical Director position which entails the following responsibility:
The Clinical Director works in collaboration with market operations 
team to provide care to eligible members while meeting fi nancial 
and quality metrics for all clinical programs.  Manages day-to-day 
operations issues for assigned clinical programs.  Provides direct 
leadership and supervision to fi eld-level clinical staff to meet desired 
clinical and business results.  Builds and maintains positive relation-
ships with facilities and primary care providers in the local market.  
Reports to Vice President of Clinical Services.

• Physician or Nurse Practitioner with minimum of 5 years of 
clinical experience required 

• 2 years of administrative / management experience preferred 
(preferably in the long-term care and/or managed care setting) 

To learn more about INSPIRIS and opportunities, please direct inqui-
ries and CVs to: Jere Tickle / 805-210-2429 / Jere.Tickle@Inspiris.
com 

Read more about us at: www.inspiris.com
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GAMA UPDATES
          Please note the following changes:

Ruby G Bendersky
Heart Care at Women’s Hospital
4705 Montgomery NE
Suite 101
Albuquerque, NM  87109
Phone: 727-6971
Fax: 727-6076

James E Martinez
Gastroenterology Associates
4705 Montgomery NE
Suite 102
Albuquerque, NM  87109
Phone: 727-7833
Fax: 727-6944

Amy L Robinson
Albuquerque Indian Health Center
801 Vassar NE
Albuquerque, NM  87106
248-4000

Gregory A Pilette MD
MD Urgent Care
7920 Carmel Ave NE Suite 1
Albuquerque, NM 87122
(505) 828-4789 
Prefers no email address listed

Edward H Taliaferro
MD Urgent Care
7920 Carmel Ave NE Suite 1
Albuquerque, NM 87122
(505) 828-4789 
Prefers no email address listed

Kevin Kirkpatrick
MD Urgent Care
7920 Carmel Ave NE Suite 1
Albuquerque, NM 87122
(505) 828-4789 
Prefers no email address listed
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8/9/2011 Epigenetics of Pre-diabetes: An Interface 
Between Nurture & Nature: 

Describe the epidemiology of diabetes and 
discuss the mechanistic aspect of diabetes. 
Discuss the role of genes vs environment. 
Review the clinical translational aspect of 
epigenome in chronic disease -late 
breaking results from a study of preDM 
transitioning to T2DM at UNMHSC. 

Vallabh Shah, MD 
Director of Robotic Surgery 

Director of Minimally Invasive 
Urologic Surgery 

Assistant Professor of Surgery 
University of New Mexico 

School of Medicine

8/23/2011 Molecular Diagnosis of Infectious Diseases:
Demonstrate the strengths and limitations 
of molecular diagnostic testing in infectious 
diseases. 
Discuss specific cases where molecular 
diagnostic testing is superior. 
Examine specific cases where molecular 
diagnostic testing is inferior. 
Review the importance of analytical and 
clinical sensitivity/specificity for certain 
molecular tests. 

Cathy Petti, MD 
Vice President and Chief 

Medical Officer, 
TriCore Reference Laboratories 

8/31/2011 

New Options in Oral Anticoagulation: 
Dabigatran and Rivaroxaban: 

Discuss indications, risks, and benefits of 
the recently-approved oral anticoagulants 
dabigatran and rivaroxaban. 
Review the studies upon which FDA 
approval was based for these new drugs. 
Discuss appropriate patient selection for 
warfarin vs. new options. 

Melissa Kennedy, MD 
Anticoagulation Medical 

Director

Grand Rounds

For more information, contact Lisa McCade, Coord. Medical Education & 
Research at Presbyterian Healthcare Services, phone: 841-1436
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GAMA Emeritus Luncheon
Wednesday, August 3
SUBJECT: GAMA PAC
NOTE:  NEW LOCATION
Site: Molina Building on Alameda and 
Horizon, 3rd fl oor at the Eye Associates 
Board Room from Noon to 1:30 
RSVP please to 821-4583

GAMA at the Isotopes
GAMA Members and their Families
Sunday, August 7
6:05 at Isotopes Stadium
see page 11 for more the information

GAMA Family Fun Fiesta
GAMA Members and their Families
Sunday, Sept. 18,  2011
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
at the National Hispanic Cultural Center
more information in the August newsletter

CME for GAMA MEMBERS and their Prac-
tice Managers BEFORE the GAMA EXPO
Thursday, October 27, 2011
Physician Networking Event
Marriott Pyramid
3-5:00 p.m.
Risk Management; The Employees’ Role In 
Decreasing Liability Risk In the Physician 
Offi ce - Risky Business: Avoiding Common 
Medical Malpractice Concerns in a Busy 
Offi ce 
 
GAMA Expo
Thursday, October 27, 2011
Physician Networking Event
Marriott Pyramid
5-8 p.m.
This year our nonprofi t partner will be Barrett Foundation

GAMA Calendar of Events

Wednesday, September 14
At NMMS offi ce
Noon to 1:30
Performance Evaluations by Teresa Marie w/Positive Results Con-
sulting     

CME for GAMA Practice Managers and NM MGMA 
Offi ce Staff Members only (not open to NM MGMA 
Vendor Members)
BEFORE the GAMA EXPO
Thursday, October 27, 2011
Physician Networking Event
Marriott Pyramid
3-5:00 p.m.
Risk Management; The Employees’ Role In Decreas-
ing Liability Risk In the Physician Offi ce - Risky 
Business: Avoiding Common Medical Malpractice 
Concerns in a Busy Offi ce       

           
GAMA Expo
Thursday, October 27, 2011
Physician Networking Event
Marriott Pyramid
5-8 p.m.
This year our nonprofi t partner will be Barrett Foundation

SAVE THE DATE! – PLAN TO ATTEND
November 17-18, 2011 Healthcare Financial Management Associa-
tion NM Chapter And NM Medical Group Management Association
This joint conference between NMMGMA & NM HFMA is scheduled 
for November 17-18, 2011
 at the Sheraton Uptown in Albuquerque.
 
The program agenda is being fi nalized and will feature such topics 
and speakers as:

* Washington Update presented by Jennifer Martin,
Government Affairs Representative, MGMA
 
* How to Build a Better You presented by Bryan Dodge. Dodge 

Development
 As more sessions are fi nalized, additional information 
will be forthcoming.  

NM Medical Group 
Management Association 

Calendar of Events



GAMA Emeritus Luncheon
Wednesday, August 3
SUBJECT: GAMA PAC
NOTE:  NEW LOCATION
Site: Molina Building on Alameda and 
Horizon, 3rd fl oor at the Eye Associates 
Board Room from Noon to 1:30 
RSVP please to 821-4583

GAMA at the Isotopes
GAMA Members and their Families
Sunday, August 7
6:05 at Isotopes Stadium
Must have preregistered

See page 15 for complete list of events

GAMA Calendar of Events

Wednesday, September 14
At NMMS offi ce
Noon to 1:30
Performance Evaluations by Teresa Marie w/Positive 
Results Consulting     

See page 15 for complete list of events

NM MGMA Calendar of Events
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